
Jan   Term   55:   Asian-American   Voices   in   Public   History 
Jan   2018—Course   Syllabus 

 
Instructor   of   Record:   Aeleah   Soine Email:   ahs3@stmarys-ca.edu 
Co-Instructor:   Tracy   Pascua   Dea                            Office:   Galileo   Hall   311 
Meeting   time: MTRF   9:15-11:50   am,   GAL   107                      Office   Hours:   MTh   1:00-2:00pm 

    
Course   Description— 
This   course   introduces   students   to   the   field   of   public   history   through   the   study   of   Asian-American 
experiences   and   narratives   of   immigration,   ethnic   identity,   community   and   social   movement   formation, 
political   citizenship,   cultural   traditions,   economic   and   labor   patterns,   and   popular   culture.   Public   history 
broadly   studies   the   preservation,   interpretation,   and   (re-)presentation   of   historical   narratives   in   public 
spaces   such   as   museums,   multi-media   (films,   tv   series,   music,   theater/art),   memorials,   popular   literature 
and   non-fiction,   genealogy   projects,   historically-themed   content   for   children,   and   commercial   use   of 
historical   themes   or   narratives   (ads,   theme   parks,   etc.). 
 
As   a   collaborative   discussion   and   workshop-based   course,   students   should   expect   a   Seminar-style 
classroom   experience   enriched   by   guest   speakers/participants   from   campus   and   Bay   Area   communities 
and   field   trips   to   historic   sites,   museums,   community   institutions,   or   food/culture   experiences.   In   addition, 
the   second   half   of   each   on-campus   meeting   will   be   dedicated   to   workshops   on   the   theory   and   practice   of 
public   history,   in   which   students   will   bring   their   individual   community   engagement   experiences   to   the 
final   class   project   of   creating   and   presenting   a   small   public   history   exhibit   on   campus   that   showcases   both 
their   classroom   learning   and   experiential   observation   and   application. 
 
As   an   American   Diversity   and   Community   Engagement   experience   for   the   Core   Curriculum,   students   will 
be   expected   to   spend   30   hours   working   independently   with   community   partners   who   are   engaged   with 
Asian-American   communities   interpersonally   and/or   structurally,   or   practice   the   work   of   public   history 
more   broadly   in   ways   that   could   be   directly   applied   to   significant   themes   in   Asian-American   experiences. 
In   order   to   connect   the   process   of   community   engagement,   the   appreciation   and   understanding   of 
American   Diversity,   and   the   practice   of   public   history,   students   will   be   expected   to   write   both   reflectively 
and   academically,   culminating   with   a   class   project   creating   a   mini-exhibit   themselves. 
 
Course   Objectives— At   the   end   of   this   course,   students   will   be   able   to: 

● Identify   shared   experiences    among   contemporary   Asian   American   groups ,   as   well   as   their 
internal   diversity   (ethnic   origin,   language,   religion,   gender,   class,   generation,   etc.),   in   order   to 
analyze   a   history   of   social   diversity   in   the   United   States   [AD   LO#1] 

● Explain   how   key   historical   events   that   have   shaped   Asian   American   communities   and   how   Asian 
American   communities   have   impacted   broader   narratives   of   U.S.   and   transnational   history   since 
the   1850s,   including:   labor   history,   US   immigration   policy,   racial   and   cultural   ideologies,   waves 
of   Asian   immigration,   and   the   emergence   of   a   common   “Asian   American   identity”   in   the   1960s 
and   1970s,   and   the   more   recent   “model   minority”   stereotype   [AD   LO   #1] 

● Explain   how   economic,   legal,   cultural   and   social   categories   of   Asian   American   identity 
(including   the   "model   minority"   stereotype,   internal   diversity   within   the   Asian   American 
population,   and   the   glass   or   "bamboo"   ceiling   phenomenon)   have   affected   Asian   Americans,   as 
human   persons   [AD   LO   #2] 
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● Apply   historical   and   theoretical   learning   in   Asian-American   History   and   Public   History   to   a 
community-based   project   in   a   way   that   promotes   collaboration   with   an   Asian   American 
community   and   mutual   benefit   to   the   community   partner   and   students’   learning   [CE   LO   #1] 

● Use   critical   reflective   writing   to   process   and   integrate   individual   reading,   theoretical   and 
methodological   understanding,   and   community   engagement   [CE   LO   #2] 

● Communicate   how   community   engagement   experience,   professional   practices   of   public   history, 
and   the   social   responsibility   of   citizenship   and   community   are   interconnected   [CE   LO   #3] 

● Create   a   collective   public   history   exhibit   presenting   historical   experiences   and/or   contested   issues 
within   local   Asian   American   communities   requiring   interdisciplinary   research,   community 
engagement,   and   well-reasoned   historical   interpretation.  

● Develop   clearer   understanding   and   appreciation   of   students’   own   personal   identity   and 
communities   to   which   they   identify,   and   their   responsibilities   and   obligations   to   them. 

Course   Expectations— 
● Engagement .    Your   classmates   are   counting   on   your   attendance,   preparation,   and   support   to 

enhance   their   work,   just   as   you   are   entitled   to   expect   the   same   from   them . 
● Integrity.    All   work   is   to   be   the   sole   product   of   the   person(s)   whose   name   is   attached.   Academic 

dishonesty   includes,   but   is   not   limited   to:   plagiarism,   turning   in   someone   else’s   work,   failure   to 
cite   other   work   properly,   and   misrepresenting   the   views/experiences   of   community   partners   and 
course   collaborators.   Violations   of   the    Saint   Mary’s   College   Academic   Honor   Code    will   be 
referred   to   the   Academic   Honor   Council   (Academic   Policies   section   of   the   Student   Handbook) .  

● Quality.    Assignments   are   expected   to   meet   all   specifications   upon   submission.   Do   not   manipulate 
length   with   block   quotations   or   irregular   formatting.   Do   not   rely   upon   online   sources   such   as 
Wikipedia ,   study   guides,   personal   webpages,   and   commercial   sites   in   lieu   of   peer-reviewed 
academic   sources   (i.e.   from   the   Library). 

● Respect.    Talking   about   race   and   ethnic   identities   is   a   difficult   art.   Please   strive   to   be   as   honest, 
open,   and   supportive   as   you   can   in   both   written   and   oral   communication   by   speaking   for   yourself, 
asking   questions,   and   accepting   responsibility   for   educating   yourself   and   learning   from   others.   In 
return,   we   all   commit   to   maintaining   respectful   confidentiality   (not   repeating   or   recording 
discussions   or   personal   confidences)   within   the   class   and   our   partners. 

 
Required   Reading   and   Resources   may   include— 

● Erika   Lee,    The   Making   of   Asian   America    (Simon   &   Schuster,   2015). 
● Min   Zhou   and   James   V.   Gatewood,    Contemporary   Asian   America:   A   Multidisciplinary   Reader 

(NYU,   2000). 
● Faye   Sayer,    Public   History:   A   Practical   Guide    (Bloomsbury,   2015). 

A   Selection   of   Documents,   Multimedia,   and   Literature,   which   may   include:  
● Bonnie   Tsui,   “Why   is   Asian   Salad   Still   on   the   Menu?”    New   York   Times    (April   9.   2017). 
● Executive   Order   9066:    http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=74  
● Who   Killed   Vincent   Chin   (1987),   Bui   Doi:   Life   Like   Dust   (1994),   The   Fall   of   the   I-Hotel   (1995), 

A   Song   for   Ourselves   (2009) 
● The   Plantation   Economies   of   Hawai’i   Film:   Picture   Bride   (Kayo   Hatta) 
● Race:   The   Power   of   Illusion   -    http://newsreel.org/video/race-the-power-of-an-illusion 
● If   Asians   said   the   stuff   White   people   say   -    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMJI1Dw83Hc 
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--Grading— 
 

20% Attendance   and   Quality   of   Participation 
15% Class   Activities 
20% Community   Partner   Project 
20% Reflective   Writing 
25% Final   Group   Exhibit   Project   and   Presentation 
 

--R�������� — 
 

Library   Support    is   available   at   the   reference   desk   or   from   our   subject   librarian,   Sue   Birkenseer 
( sbirkens@stmarys-ca.edu ).   For   an   appointment:   a)   stop   at   the   Reference   Desk,   b)   call   (925) 
631-4624,   c)   text   or   IM,   d)   the   Library’s   “Ask   Us”   link   ( http://library.stmarys-ca.edu/ask-us/ ).  
 

Center   for   Writing   Across   the   Curriculum   (CWAC)    offers   single,   weekly,   or   bi-weekly   sessions 
by   appointment   or   drop-in   with   writing   advisers.   Through   collaborative   engagement,   advisers 
guide   their   peers   toward   expressing   ideas   clearly   and   revising   their   own   papers,   always   weighing 
audience   and   purpose.   Writers   should   bring   their   assignments,   texts,   and   notes   in   order   to 
brainstorm   ideas,   revise   drafts,   or   work   on   specific   aspects   of   writing,   such   as   grammar,   citation, 
thesis   development,   organization,   critical   reading,   or   research   methods.    Location:    DeLaSalle 
Hall   (next   to   Hagerty   Lounge);   see   website   for   hours   and   more   about   individual   support   and 
small   group   writing   circles:    http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/center-for-writing-across-the-curriculum .  
 

Student   Disability   Services    extends   reasonable   and   appropriate   accommodations   that   take   into 
account   the   context   of   the   course   and   its   essential   elements   for   individuals   with   qualifying 
disabilities.   Students   with   disabilities   are   encouraged   to   contact   the   Student   Disability   Services 
Office   at   (925)   631-4358   to   set   up   a   confidential   appointment   to   discuss   accommodation 
guidelines   and   available   services.   Additional   information   regarding   the   services   available   may   be 
found   at   the   following   address   on   the   Saint   Mary’s   website:    http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/sds . 

 
Community   Partners: 

Chinese   Historical   Society   (CHSA) 
965   Clay   Street,   San   Francisco,   CA,   94108 
 

Vietnamese   American   Community   Center   of   the 
East   Bay   (VACCEB) 
655   International   Blvd,   Oakland,   CA   94606 

Filipino   Advocates   for   Justice   (FAJ) 
310   8th   Street,   Suite   308   Oakland   CA   94607  

National   Japanese   American   Historical   Society 
1684   Post   Street,   San   Francisco,   CA   94115 
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JAN   TERM   SCHEDULE 
 

* O��-������   �����   ����������   ����   �������   ������   ��������������   ����   ��������,   ��� 
��������   ��   ������   ���,   ���   ���   ����   ����   ��   ���   ���. 

 

*I�   ��������   ��   �����   �����,   ��������   ���   ������������   �����������   ���   30   �����   �� 
���������   ����������   (CE)   ����   ����   �����   ���������   �������. 

 

Dates Seminar   (9:15-10:15) Lab   (10:30-11:50) 

Week   1   (1/8-1/12):   Introduction   to   Public   History   and   Asian   America 

M 

What   is,   where   is,   who   is   Asia   America? 
Read :    Lee,    “Introduction,”   pp.   1-11. 

Kohli   and   Solórzano ,   “Teachers,   please   learn   our 
names!”   (2012),   pp.   4-5,   11-13,   15-19. 

Tsui, ”Why   is   Asian   salad   still   on   the   menu?”   (2017) 

What   is   Public   History?  
Read :    Sayer,    “Ch.   1:   Intro:   History   Beyond   the 

Classroom,”   pp.   2-19. 
 

Reflect:    What   excites   you   in   this   course?   What   makes   you   nervous?   Set   three   concrete   goals   for   yourself   as 
a   public   historian,   social   justice   activist,   or   engaged   member   of   a   community. 
Practice :   Learn   the   names   of   your   groupmates. 

T 

Sites   of   Public   History 
Read:     Sayer,    “Ch.   2:   Museums,   Archives,   and 
Heritage   Centers,”   pp.   21-45. 
Guest:     John   Schneider,   SMC   Museum   of   Art 

The   Practice   of   Oral   History 
Read :    Handout: “Principles   and   Best   Practices,” 
(Oral   History   Association,   2009). 
Guest :   Prof.   Gretchen   Lemke-Santangelo,   History 

COMMUNITY   ENGAGEMENT   ORIENTATIONS:  
--Kayla   Thompson,   CILSA   ELF   11:30-11:50   (in-class) 
--Community   partner   sites   2:00-4:00   PM   (transportation   on   your   own) 

Th 
Communicating   History   to   the   Public 
Read :     Sayer,    “Ch.   3:   Methods   of   Communication   in 
Public   History,”   pp.   47-71. 
Guest:     Tri   Nguyen,   College   Communications 

Visualizing   History   for   the   Public 
Read:    Sayer,   “Ch.   5:   Community   History,”   pp. 
113-146. 
Guest:     Gerry   Serrano,   College   Communication 

F 

Field   Trip:    Oakland   Museum  
Read:    Choose   a   chapter   in   Zhou   (#8,   9,   10,   11,   12,   17,   19,   21,   27):   consider   how   the   profile   explored   is   or   is 
not   acknowledged   or   represented   in   the   Oakland   Museum   exhibit. 
MEET:    Take   BART   to   Lake   Merritt   station,   Oakland.   Museum   and   Lunch   11-3. 
Quiz:    Names! 

Week   2   (1/15-1/19):   Narratives   of   Immigration,   Labor,   and   Community   Building 

T 

Theorizing   Race,   Ethnicity,   and   Immigrant 
Community   in   Early   20 th    Century 
Read:     Lee,    “Pt   I:   Beginnings,”   pp.   15-56. 
+   excerpts ,    Ch.   3,   5-7:   Chinese,   Japanese,   Korean, 
and   Indian   Immigration,   pp.   59-88,   109-173. 

Locating   Asian   Americans   in   Immigrant   Stories 
Explore:    Ellis   Island,   Tenement   Museum,   and 
Ancestry.com   (online)…   Create   a   map   and   timeline 
Guests:     Prof.   Makiko   Imamura,   Communication, 
and   Hwa   Seong   (Christine)   Oh,   SEAS   coach 

W Field   Trip:    Angel   Island   (Meet   at   Pier   41   SF   at   9:30am) 
Guest:    Prof.   Elena   Songster,   History 

Th 
Asian-American   Labor,   Exclusion,   and 
Community   Building 
Read:     Lee,    Ch.   4   &   9:   Anti-Immigrant   Movements 
and   Borders,   pp.   89-108,   191-207.  

Exhibit   Work   Day. 
Read:    Sayer,    “Ch.   7:   Policy,   Politics,   and   History,” 
pp.   185-217. 

F 
Histories   of   Imperialism:   the   Spanish-American 
War   and   the   Philippines  
Read :    Lee,    “Ch.   8:   Filipinos   in   the   U.S.   Empire,” 
pp.   174-190. 

Exhibit   Work   Day. 
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Week   3   (1/22-1/26):   Narratives   of   War   and   Generational   Change 

M 
History   of   Japanese   Internment 
Read:     Lee,    Ch.   10-11:   Japanese   Internment,   pp. 

211-250. 
Guest:    Prof.   Ted   Tsukahara,   Integral  

Create   a   map   and   timeline   of   Japanese   resettlement   in 
the   U.S.   
            +     Executive   Order   9066   +   Korematsu   vs.   U.S. 

T 
Asian-American   Voices   in   the   Cold   War 
Read:     Lee,    “Ch.   12:   Good   War,   Cold   War”   and   “Ch. 
13:   Immigration   and   Activism,”      pp.   252-313. 

Asian-American   Activism 
Read:     Lee,    “Ch.   13:   Immigration   and   Activism,”   pp. 

283-313. 
Zhou ,   “Ch.   1:   On   Strike!”   25-55. 

Th 

Re-theorizing   Race,   Ethnicity,   and   Immigrant 
Community   in   Late   20 th --Early   21 st    Century 
Read :   Lee ,   “Ch.   14-16:   Remaking   Asian   America 
in   a   Globalized   World,”   pp.   314-370.  

Zhou ,   “Ch.   3:   Immigration,      Demographic 
Transformation,   and   Ethnic   Formation”   and   “Ch.   4: 
Refugees,   Immigrants,   and   New   Americans   from 
Southeast   Asia,”   pp.   101-150. 

Exhibit   Work   Day 

F 

Problems   in   Intra-Asian   relations:   Gender 
Roles,   Family   Dynamics,   and   Class 
Read :    Zhou ,   “Ch.   5:   New   Household   Forms,   Old 
Family   Values”   and   “Ch.   6:   Reorganization   of 
Hmong   American   Families,”   pp.   157-188. 
Guests :    Prof.   Luz   Casquejo   Johnston,   KSOE, 
and   Ardi   Samonte,   Admissions 

Exhibit   Work   Day 

Week   4   (1/29-2/2):   Contemporary   Asian   America 

M 
Asian-American   Social   and   Cultural 
Movements,   Stereotypes,   and   Stigmas 
Read :   Zhou ,   one   case   study   chapter   of   your   choice. 
Video:“If   Asians   said   the   stuff   White   people   say” 

Exhibit   Work   Day 

T 
Field   Trip:    Chinatown   and   Japantown   (San   Francisco)  
Guests:    Prof.   Elena   Songster   and   Prof.   Myrna   Santiago,   History 
Meet   at   CHSA,   965   Clay   St.,   San   Francisco   @   10:00   am   (15   min.   walk   from   Powell   BART). 

W Final   Work   Day 

Th Read :    Zhou ,   “Ch.   20:   Racial   Microaggressions   and 
the   Asian   American   Experience,”   pp.   464-481. 

BLM:   Dear   White   People…   (IC   12:00-1:00) 
EXHIBIT   OPENING   5:00-8:00pm 

F 

Contemporary   Asian   America 
Read :    Lee ,   “21 st    Century   Asian   America,”   pp. 
373-402. 

Zhou ,   “Ch.   26:   Beyond   the   Perpetual   Foreigner 
and   Model   Minority   Stereotypes,”   576-593. 

No   Lab 
Final   Self-Reflection   Essay   due   at   midnight. 
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Grading   Breakdown: 
 

Description Points 
Possible 

Your   Points 
Earned 

Attendance   and   Participation 
5   pts   per   session   x   25   sessions   (125   pts) 
10   pts   x   3   field   trips   (30   pts) 
5   pts   Black   Lives   Matter   community   dialogues   x   2   (10   pts) 
15   pts   Final   Exhibit   event   (15   pts) 
20   pts   Peer   Review  

200 

 

Class   Activities 
50   pts   Research   your   own   family   immigrant   stories 
50   pts   Create   a   collective   timeline   of   Asian   American   History   with   highlights 
from   your   partner’s   history 
50   pts   Use   mapping   to   present   visual   images   of   community   building,   activism, 
or   historical   events. 

150 

 

Community   Partner   Project   and   Engagement 
Minimum   of   20   hours   required   (0   pts) 
Course   expectation   of   30   hours   (50   pts:   21   hr=5pts,   29   hr=45   pts) 
Project   completion   (50pts:   peer   feedback   and   self-assessment) 
Project   quality   and   value   to   partner   (100pts:   quality   assessment   based   upon 
group   deliverable   and   partner   feedback) 

200 

 

Reflective   Writing 
10   pts   per   day   for   daily   prompts   and   community   engagement   (140   pts) 
10   pts   for   Black   Lives   Matter   dialogue   reflection   (10   pts) 
50   pts   for   final   self-reflection   essay   (50   pts) 

200 
 

Final   Exhibit   Project 
50   pts   overall   exhibit   (common   class   grade) 
75   pts   (common   group/site   grade) 
125   pts   (individual   grade   based   upon   peer   feedback   and   self-assessment) 

250 
 

TOTAL 1000  

 
 
Grading   Scale: 
 
A 930-1000   pts C+ 770-799   pts 
A- 900-929   pts C 730-769   pts 
B+ 870-899   pts C- 700-729   pts 
B 830-869   pts D+ 670-699   pts 
B- 800-829   pts D 630-669   pts 
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